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The Blackmore proclamation 


‘It is not the critic who counts, not the man who points 
out how the strong man stumbles, or whether the doe 
of deeds could have done better. The credit belongs to — 
the man who is actually in the arena... who spends _ 
himself in the worthy cause ... and whose place shall 
never know neither victory nor defeat” = __ 


as read to Geoff Barton 


¥ 
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THOSE RAINBOW CHAPS: (I-r) Ronnie Dio, 
Bain and Tony Carey 


Cozy Powell, Ritchie Blackmore, Jimmy 


way I play is hard and heavy and | pose, they're doing what I ex 
pected them to do, They're just 
- awww, it’s not fair. I can’t be 
objective. Maybe in four or five 
years I'll be able to. | wish them 
well, and that’s it.” 
“Donny and Marie said it all, 


a name involved, but previously, 
when we were struggling, they | I can’t alter that. 

just didn’t care. That: wasn’t for “I wrote something about 
me, it was too late. The band had | critics once.” He stands up to 
been together for 18 months and | rustle in a nearby briefcase and 
nothing had happened during | finally discovers what looks like a 
that time —I decided to move on | piece of scrap paper. On it, 
and further my career. however, he has painstakingly | didn’t they?” jibes Jimmy Bain. 

“So I sat around with Ronnie | written some. sort of ode or Rainbow’s first LP was, 
and Ritchie and found them to be | proclamation. naturally, a formative effort, and 
so totally compatible, totally He reads it out loud and,| while being unmistakeably 
professional people, in their at- | Curiously, it fits in with the quiet- | #lackmore, had it share of rough 
titudes, in everything. It worked.” | ly playing music, even though the |" edges. For the next album, which 

Tony Carey, meanwhile, is a | Subject matter appears to belong | will be released in April, the band 
22-year-old, half Cherokee} ™uch to the present and is ob-| are striving for a more striking, 
American Indian. Classically | Yiously close to his heart. ‘It is] more aggressive sound. ‘Z 
trained, he started playing piano | the critic who counts,’ it runs, “All the songs on the first 
when he was 12, and majored in | “"0t the man who points out how album were written at my own 
string bass at college. He’s great. the strong man stumbles, or} house,” Blackmore says, “then I 
Jimmy Bain came across him whether the doer of deeds could} put them down on tape and. said 
when he, Ritchie, Ronnie and by The credit) to the band, ‘play this’. But now, 
that time Cozy were back over in | with the new line aS ca Soe 
the States. man for himself. We're writing, 

funnily enough, in the same way 

“I was with a kind of Country that Purple used to write — if 
and Western band, signed to they used to write at all — during 
ABC Dunhill, called Ble: rehearsals and in the studio. 
Beers ae “It's very hard, very much like 

oO me an 
want to have a blow?” 
“Sure”, 

“So I go down and there’s all 
this gross equipment and this big, 
huge soundstage. I took to some 
keyboards and played. It was the 
loudest thing I ever heard. I loved 
it. Oh, I /oved it.” His voice is 
laced with exhilaration as he's 
reliving that exact moment. “I 
played for about half an hour, 
then Ritchie says, ‘OK, let’s jam’ 
So he brings in Cozy, this 
monster, and asks, * you play | 
this?” —— ratatataratatata! he 
goes. I guess I kept up. That’s the 
last thing I remember,” he ad 
mits, looking at me with suitably | 


have done _ better. 
belongs to the man who is actual 


T’S BEEN a matter | renounce them soon enough. The 


of. the merest| 7° Rainbow, comprising 
carefully selected musicians, 


months, but even pulses with a seemingly 


now the Original publici- boundless enthusiasm and almost 
ty shots are stacked in fonatical verve. something that 
you rarely find in bands these 


useless piles; already'| jays atic being in the company 


your just slightly of the whole outfit for a few short 
scratched é 0 nly hours, you can’t help but realise . 
that Blackmore. even with all his 


marginally over played wheelings and dealings. his ac- 

album is outdated. _ ‘sitions of new members, is in- 
There's been a second | finitely right. 

shower aid the fading. at once And. it’s: not just’ an initial 


suddenly jaded Rainbow has freshness and excitement that the 
three of them feel, being in the 


been replaced by another. One - band. It’s got permanence. 
with newer, and probably 7 ‘ 
brighter colours than before. 
Gary. you_-see. has made Urchin 
se for Cozy. Craig’s place Pe 
as gone to Jimmy. And for Aik 
fey Munich’s s 
Mickey Lee. now read Tony. hotel: ED ag 
Once again Ritchie Blackmore | _Musicland studios, fast becoming 


a 


ae 


early Purple in ‘In Rock’ days. 
There are some involved tracks, 
but I don’t think we. ever lose 
sight of our original objectives. 
‘We're not playing to musicians, 

re playing to the people,” he 
concludes, not sounding clichéd, 


surprisingly enough. 
Rainbow's long-awaited 
British debut tour won’t be until 
August, when about ten dates are 
scheduled. There are plans to-gig 
in the States two months after the 


album is released and then to 
play Europe. Blackmore hopes to 


has moved on. a veritable European recording 
_ But it was callous, the way he] Mecca, despite its comparative 
kicked out most of Elf to further infancy. Rainbow are in Ger- glazed eyes. 
é ‘ bring the band’s entire stage 
Now ... back to the regularly | show over to Britain: “We've 
Scheduled interview. My ‘first } taken a lot of trouble with our 


his own ends. Well, wasn’t it? many rehearsing, preparing to lay 
“The ate album es tarorded down their second album ina few 
very quickly.” Ritchie relates.} days time. : i ve" ay 
“Td atten some songs with aie panes A eee atl 2 ica cide Rene lehing,2 ie reveals, “Wwe ss as 
ppette Dio, Elfs vocalist, and] room. Medieval music of his own .. # fing ofl way. aifait. ‘ra i oa eees ee ss ra 
the rest of his e| i F a A . ; 5 ig a viak aelapt ees | guitar-cum-castle, as on the 
aaEBloit ee bad Shogstte dul i epsichond: like eae off. a part of myself as style was firstly moulded around |” others a chance, but then, being Jevitable LA influence. Long — of his temperament, his | album cover. We have a rainbow. 
to get together as a band, we real-] modest speakers. ad ae talk Pate fo just breaking up a | Ritchie's ideas and, secondly, my | true to himself and true to the |haired, slight, friendly and an ex= Beene moody,:-man.in black 4 as well.’ 
ly did, but certain things were SEaGE the sae raanecena ae ay es own. Ritchie and I had written music he believes in, found out | Harlot. . image — true or not, who hasn’t? | A srainbow? 
found to be lacking.” fate: 2B nee aie Ls ae ee Bein us songs and we had a definite | that it didn’t work.” “Ronnie saw me playing with — —and, although the victim of the | + Yeahaltcwas niade@ia New 
Maybe callous is too strong a Tpaipondeteri= omeluslecss GE lenis: es pay oa ee ene to what our band would First to leave was the bassist, |Harlot at the Marquee when he - ee ‘ee sone : gol | York:-took four months tomniake 
word. Intolerant. or unfeeling} Ronnie Dio felt saddened about ae ae, e e like. : then. soon after, the keyboard |and Ritchie were over in Britain. Benen ojanvely. unscathed. Se} and takes six hours to erect. It's 
would have been better terms to| the. shall 1 say, disbanding of Flt 4 Heres at some point. Really. I think that youhave | player and drummer. | doing interviews, just before the ; fond time. around was more.com- | run by a digital computer. It’s a 
use. Or perhaps none of them at} — which was esteasibiy his ea oe ee fo aH 73 Rit oe ae nally BE Sts ot ey a a ie ae cee a eS aaga | vast thing it changes colours like 
all. Still, it’s true to say that tothe | band — to form a 4 : sa ortunate in that Ritchie actually ony Carey and Cozy Powell | of approached’ me, we drank= ij “1 was very pleased with the | a real rainbow and eats up elec 
average punter, the typical Deep ~—Yesyd pee eee re ‘ remoulding puts paid once and said, ‘all right. 1 want to use you respectively. Cozy s- tale was | pints of Stella Artois, I went’ © reaction. to a first album,” | tricity like nobody’s busines We 
2 i . : le admits, | for all to the aforementioned on this album I'm going to do. I chronicled with fair accuracy along with him to jam with > ESE t : 
Purple - Blackmore - Rainbow tonight looking more of an urchin rumours that Ritchie Blackmore don’t want you to join, but I'll SOUN : ay ae Ri h d ; r pe tiore Says, vesting All Te epee settee IL AMA TOE 
fan, however, the-adjectives| than an Elf. “Three of us, myself, | had left Rainbow to join Elf. you pace eae ad Bee ascent Jeff ee Inte VIeWs ie - +3 Ltt hci toc ct eee ; Pleased. My only crit himself in the worthy cause generator, when we play Britain.”. 
probably do ring true. Mickey Lee Soule the keyboard “That was silly, says. | Capable of doing it’. vines Ai te ete © ia: sideman, late aie af ae bacteria tae i that it could have had a little | and (whose) place shall never As a final question, I asked 
It does seem. on the surface] player and especially Gary | Blackmore in his customary, ‘f Sepeate nee oe ste i a a rs te A ae 4 yea in heb ae i more zest. | know neither victory nor defeat.’ | Ritchie how he felt about the fact 
and without a degree of insight,| Driscoll the drummer, had been initially disturbing. monotone eS eer A nes A call Ww eas jag ae pli it Bee ob iceitics, 1° seem to i Sie peat ire See 
that Ritchie Blackmore has con- together for years. “That was for silly people. ie Direction Bee ete x aN i got a gal ce Arlo} near: (OyspHt eae recall. complained that it sounded To less enigmatic matters, I} figured strongly in the SOUNDS 
ducted his Solo career rather “We knew each other so well |. every interview I did siti time I See oy states asking hi ie ate a ae jon “Ral own eee like just another Deep Purple LP. | wondered how Ritchie felt about | poll. 
ruthlessly: leaving Purple to join} that we dearly wanted to rise with | made the point that I had not “But recording is an entirely Coz s te the thirtecrabatruiniti SON Shean the band epee ces mos OF Purple ss) COE ce Roe wre sttcy Bae ee SE 
aie Foc pee eae Ritchie together. We fought the | become a member of the band — different thing to rehearsing, gigg- Rainbow auditioned. But they got bing Guite well In fact, we a Z ia Bee covously pasa he OF a matey stil Misti er ee 
4 ave sit, recording an! odds and we: thought, ‘yeah, | but it didn't seem to make the | ing and banging out son, s. So it lucky. ; ore offers after le heard : epee Lm not Som tea = kage much about the people over the 
album as he did, and then, in the] we're all Poine t6-U6. it sli s 3 s ov EN Pe. ay sau Sere PROPS ‘ea Start to play the classics or take | something valid to offer? past few years, I've just been con- 
wake of its commercial success. “It was only when I saw Pe Sriece been obvious Bit ieh over se pend ernne +: ese ae na ae than We oer dit ar ae in i Bt tie ‘he “cocks “am ear The answer was predictably | tent to play the sort of music 1 
ousting all the band’s personnel | myself progressing and the rest of | to anyone who had heard Elfs | wasn’t ‘anything todowith a lack | far, however the past. People who taal : jowards the continuing time-worn | evasive: “Ahhh . -- I don’t know. |’ like to hear. But obviously. others 
, of talent, it was just a lack of Jimmy Bain is Scottish and, | nored us before began trying to 4 Background CECOFCInE: aust | ae a3 ee Peri ot ee Wan Log eae sete. as pally rare 
ef sign us up. They were all too 4 because ve started a new band | they're cue ) : listened to} to know that the "re listening 
g: : their new album once and, I sup And he means it, kids 


Save one and drafting in replace-] them standing still. then gradual- | music and had then listened to 
ea of is ovr oie ly falling off by the wayside, that | Rainbow that there was a vast talent in the right direction. What 

Whatever your . opinions On fp I realised that Elf had finished. It -|. difference,” interjects- . Ronnie, I’m trying to say is Ritchie form- 
that score, I feel sure that you'll! was a problem: /t was sad. It was anxious to make his point. “Elfs, | ed the band Rainbow. gave the becoming tinged with 


true to the saying, is proud of it, 
even though his accent is already | ready to jump in when there was, 
an in- 1§ CONTINUED PAGE 25 


and the critics want me to. The 


